Introduction

Supplement to Dr. Swift's Works> 1779, he printed a list of
'Omissions and principal Corrections' in which he noted
the deliberate excisions of the 1766 edition, and he also
supplied much of the little language, if not always with
great success. For example, he reads (14 Feb. 1711-12),
'Note my dullest lines', for 'Nite my deelest lives'; and
in the same letter (20 Feb.) he corrects Hawkesworth's
'hourly busy' to 'terribly busy'. Swift wrote 'horrible
busy'. The little language itself is largely normalized;
and Nichols made no very strenuous endeavour to decipher
the obliterations. Furthermore, his collations were care-
less, and he overlooked many omissions and misreadings
in the printed text.
Sheridan's use of Nichols's work on the original letters
has every appearance of having been left to the printer.
The little language is very partially supplied, and the
larger omissions noted by Nichols are ignored. No con-
scientious attempt is made to mend the text, which remains
substantially that of Hawkesworth. Indeed, the editor's
carelessness is incredible. The fifteenth volume, which
professed to contain the ''Journalto Stella concluded^ omit-
ted altogether the last letter, that written from Chester,
6 June 1713, and the numbering is chaotic. The error of
Deane Swift's printers in numbering letter XVIII as XIV
is not corrected, but the real confusion begins with XLI,
which is numbered LVIII, as this was the number in
Hawkesworth's edition before the letters to Stella were
gathered into a single group. Hawkesworth's numbers
are then followed to LXXII inclusive. Thereafter the
sequence is broken in Hawkesworth's edition by letters
interspersed from several correspondents, and Sheridan's
enumeration is sometimes that of Hawkesworth, some-
times that of his own printer. His last number, LXXXVII,
would lead the unsuspecting reader to suppose that this
was the number of letters contained in the Journal.
Deane Swift's footnotes were taken over by Sheridan
without material alteration and with little omission. He
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